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33. 9) and has a necklace (II. 33. 10). He holds a strong bow
in his hand (II. 33. 10, 14; VII. 43. 1) and is a sharp archer
(VII. 46. 1). He remains seated on the chariot (II. 33. 11).
He has an army (II. 33. 11). He is the lord of the world (II.
33. 9 ; VI. 49. 10). He is the best of the physicians (II. 33. 4}
and has 1,000 medicines (VII. 46. 3) ; he holds healing drugs
(II. 33. 7) ; he has been prayed to for the cure of diseases (I.
43. 4), particularly cholera (visuci) (II. 33. 2) and for a life
extending over a hundred winters (II. 33. 2). Rudra is said
to pour down rain from the firmament with the help of the Maruts
(X. 92. 9). We are also informed of his disposition. He is
hot-tempered (II. 33. 9, 11 ; X. 126. 5), dreadful like a beast
(II. 33. 11), and destructive in nature (II. 33. 11). His harmful
disposition is clearly shown in the way he is invoked (VII.
46. 4) to do no harm to the children and elderly sons (VII.
46. 3), not to make one ill (VII. 46. 2), not to be ofiended
with the people (II. 33. 4, 5 ; VII. 46. 4 ; etc.), to hold back his
weapon and evil will from the people (II. 33.14), and to slacken
the chord of the bow (II. 33. 14). He is also invoked not to
deprive one of the sight of the sun (II. 33. 1) and to protect
one from Rudra's thunder which travels from the firmament
to the earth (V. 51. 13).

Two other deities, Kes*in and VagdevI, are found connected
with Rudra. The first one is brilliant and provides all the
worlds with light (I. 136. 1); he holds the fire, water, heaven,
and earth ; he visits the wandering places of the apsaras, gan-
dharvas, and deer (I. 136. 6). When Kesin drank water in the
(same) pot with Rudra, Vayu agitated it (water) and broke
down the inflexible (X. 136. 7). VagdevI is said to help Rudra
in stretching his bow when the latter makes ready to kill the
enemy ; she fights for the people (X. 125. 6). She travels with
the Rudras and Vasus (X. 125. 1).

Lastly, we have a group of deities collectively called Rudras.
They have been mentioned several times with Indra (II. 32.
2, 3), Agni (I. 58. 3 ; VIII. 103. 14 : X. 32. 5), and with Rudra
himself as the chief of the Rudras (X. 64. 8) and invoked to be
propitious to the Rudras (VII. 35. 6). They are often associated
with the Vasus (I. 45. 1 ; II. 31. 1 ; X. 66. 4, 12 ; etc.). Aditi
is their mother (VIII. 101. 15).

Rudra is invoked or otherwise mentioned some fifty times
in Varjasaneyi Samhita. Most of the attributes of Rudra that
we find here are undoubtedly derived from the Rigveda. He
has also been addressed as Tryambaka (3. 58, 60) and Pasupati
(lord of beasts) (6. 32 ; 9. 39; etc). Ambika is his sister (3,
57). Rudra used to be invoked at dawn (34. 34 ; 38. 16). His
neck is azure and the body is red (16. 7); he is hundred-eyed
(16. 12) or thousand-eyed (16. 8 ; 16. 29) ; he is golden-armed.
He is clothed in a garment made of skin (3. t>l). He is hundred-
bowed (16. 29) and again holds a shaft in his hand (16. 1). He